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Looking ahead:  
Industry expectations 
in 2019 

Early in 2019, the market 
for natural refrigerant-based 
HVAC&R solutions in Europe 
looks strong and steady. 
Accelerate Europe asks industry 
experts in key southern 
European markets – Spain, 
Italy and France – what 
technology, market and policy 
trends they foresee this year. 

― By Marie Battesti, Dario Belluomini & Pilar Aleu 

E urope-based makers and 
suppliers of HVAC&R 
components and systems 
for natural refrigerants have 

expressed confidence that CO2, 
hydrocarbons and ammonia will reach 
new heights in 2019, particularly in 
commercial and industrial refrigeration 
and particularly in Europe. 

“We expect a 50% increase in [our 
installations of ] CO2 plants, and 
threefold or more increase for plug-in 
propane cabinets,” argues Enrico 
Zambotto, refrigeration director  
at Arneg, an Italy-headquartered 
retail solutions provider. He puts 
this down to the EU F-Gas Regulation, 
“and its [effect on] increasing [HFC] 
prices”. “Personally I think people are 
also increasing their sensitivity to  
the environment.”

Italian companies make up a large 
share of HVAC&R manufacturers (see 
‘From Italy to the world ’, Accelerate Italy, 
February 2018). Arneg is not the only 
Italian firm to be optimistic that the 
natural refrigerant market will grow. 

Italian multinational CAREL has 
already seen strong growth in its 
CO2 portfolio. In 2018, the number 
of its energy-efficient CO2-based 
refrigeration projects with DC inverter 
technology tripled, the company said 
in December.

Frascold, an Italian compressor 
manufacturer, expects increased 
customer confidence in natural 
refrigerants to help achieve greater 
sales. “We work every day to provide 
increasingly innovative solutions. For 
2019 we expect to consolidate our CO2 
technologies,” says Elisa Argenta, the 
firm’s marketing manager. 

Luca Rossi from Swiss system provider 
Biaggini installed a new CO2 transcritical 
system in a Migros supermarket in 
Riazzino, in the Italian-speaking part 
of Switzerland, in February 2019. Rossi 
argues that CO2 is now the benchmark 
technology for commercial refrigeration 
throughout the Alps.

Manuela Rallo, sales area manager 
at Tecnofreddo, an Italian system 
manufacturer, predicts that new markets 
will soon open up for ammonia. “Although 
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